l h Stretchable leather, controlled by an clastic backing,
eat er' which was introduced in 1938, has been further de-
veloped and s mecting with an increased demand. Among the
pewer developments are processes for making shoe lining and
Nl ¢ [cathiers sanitary and antiseptic to prevent the growth of
: eria and thus promote deanliness and climination of offensive
“éects from foot perspiration,

Methods by which leather affected by poison gases may be de-
contaminated, have been devised in England, Nearly all types of
feather may be freed from effedts of mustard gas by immersion
for six hours in water at 120" to 130”1, Alum tanned leather,
however, will not stand this treatment.

In secking factors that might cause failure of white shoe Jeathers,
studies have been continued to include the effect of various con-
stituents of shoe finishes, polishes and deaners upon the tensile
strength and stretch of the Teather, Sulphonated oils, certain
s, and glycerine tend to maintain a higher moisture content in
the Jeather and, consequently, increase its strength and stretch,
Materials such as ethyl alcobol and carbon tetrachloride that tend
to dry out the leather and remove fats, cause an especially serious
Jowering of the strength and stretch of the leather, Shellac cut
with borax decreases both strength and stretch, “Furpentine, cthyl
acetate and petroleuni naphtha increase tensile strength and de-

Cerease streteh,

A study of currying leather has shown that the gummy. spew
which sometimes forms on vegetable tanned leather is due to oxi-
dation and gelation of the cod oil present. This formation is
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accelerated by the presence of catalytically active metals, a high
content of oil, and exposure to light and heat. IUis prevented by
water solubles in the leather and by free fatty acids either in the
currying oils and greases, or formed afterwards,  Spewing also
can be prevented by the addition of anti-oxygens to the cod oil.
In continuation of studies to develop physical tests for meas-
uring the properties of leather, a comparison has been made of five
machines of different design proposed for determining the resis-
tance of sole leather to abrasion. Eighteen leathers were used
and all machines showed a0 general tendency to rate them in a
similar order. Choice of abrasive had a greater effect on the re-
< than the construction of the machine, and a machine meas-
ubrasion only appears to give as good an indication of the
e of the eather as one that attempts to emulate action of the
fool,

:

The measure of the stretching of calfskin leather thre
adaptation of the Mullen tester, long used for dctt:rmi;,’};.
bursting strength of paper, has been proposed as an indey .
ity that might be particularly significant in- predicy,, p
haviour of leather in lasting and other operations gy, ”x‘:;;
factory. Splitting a leather Jowers resistance to streqy, fdr-y '
than can be accounted for by the decrease in thicke
cracks oceur either because of low resistance to strmhi:: e
low extensibility of the grain, An inclastic grain can n""“:i Sy
overloading with tanning, dyeing, or finishing materials,

As-a result of the continual search for raw materialy ..
countries facing a shortage of staple hides and skins
reported to have developed a simple method for tanning x ;
ckins. The arca of each skin approximates o7 of a squa, Y
The leather is said to be suitable for handbags and woun ey,

The commercial feasibility of using these skins is doubtfy 5
ever, since they command in Japan for the preparation of ‘
popular dishes as high a price as the meat. Whale hides ::r}
being tanned. Their appeal lies in the large supply from 5,
Bide. It is claimed that the hide of a small whale yields 4 .
Jeather as ten cattlehides, whereas that of a lurge whale i g.,; )
lent to 1oo eattlehides. Italy, like Germany and Japan, h({w
turned its attention to the tanuing of fishskins, with the ;.
established industry located at Milan. Skins of the dentey
prayling, ray and eel, and even of the imported dricd (urlliihw

ire

used,

A new process and product has heen developed in Auirrgy
making carpets of sheepskins, The skins are tanned and dy.q
the wool on and cut when necessary to provide patterns, iy
colours. The skin side is provided with a special covering s,,‘,:
hound so that no pad is required,

The finished product is said to resemble o deep pile Chie
carpet,

Among the noveltics in leather are ash trays, bumidor,
serving trays made from chrome leather thoroughly im;,r(.n.“
with @ wax and then pressed into shape and finished,

The Jeading export countries in 1938 according to dollar v,
at the average annual exchange rate for the year were: s :
Kingdom $16,113,000; United States $12,001,000; Germany gmi
510,000; and France $9,951,000. (ROW.F ) Gosy

Lebanon: sce Frenci CoLoNIAL EMpIRre,

s (18%2-193g), German economist, was bom i,
lﬂdﬂfﬂf, Emll Pilsen, Bohemia, on August 22, He fq-(_(@‘,,.',i
his doctorate in law at the University of Vienna and his docere,
in political science at the University of Munich. In 1giz, 4
two years of co-cditorship with Werner Sombart of & sociolozi
journal he became a lecturer at the University of Heidelberg, pii;
White Collar Workers in the Modern Economy (1912) was gne of
the first books to call attention to the peculiar economic probless
of middle-class office workers. His chief work was Principles of
Lconomic Theory, published in 1922, He remained as full ;m;l
fessor of economics at Heidelberg until 1923, when he went to (i
University of Tokyo as visiting professor for two years, His a
vocacy of a modified Marxism gained him the enmity of the Nuz
who expelled him from Germany in 1933, He went to the Univ
States, where he helped his friend, Dr. Alvin Johnson, orziz
the Graduate Faculty of the New School for Social Researdh u
Yale university. Lederer became first dean of this “university iy
exile,” and served for two years, In the United States he published
Japan in Transition, written in collaboration with his wife, He
died at New York city on May 29,

Leeward Islands: sce West INpiks, Britisi,




